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DearMr. Pina:

I amin receiptof your fax datedSeptember24, 2004 and I havehadthe
opportunityto discussthis matterwith my legal staff. As I understandit,
you area memberof the CountyPlanningAdvisory Boardandyouhave
currentlyretainedlegal counselto representyou with respectto a zoning
applicationwhich will be presentedto oneof theCounty’sCommunity
Council. Furthennore,you statethat someof the applicantsbeforeyour
boardare representedby the samelaw firm that youhaveretainedfor
your zoningapplications.

The applicablesectionof the CountyConflict of InterestandCodeof
EthicsOrdinanceis 2-11.1v, whichaddressesmembersof county
boardsandpossiblevoting conflicts. In order for a voting conflict to
exist, theboard membermustbedirectly affectedby the actionof the
boardon which the memberserves,andthe boardmembermusthavea
specialrelationshipenumeratedin theordinancewith anypersonor
entity appearingbeforethe board.I will assumefor thesakeof
discussionthatyou do havea specialrelationshipwith the law firm that
is appearingbeforeyourboardbecauseyou haveretainedthe samefirm
to representsyour interests.However,I amof theopinion thatyouwill
not be directly affectedby the actionthe PlanningAdvisory Boardtakes
concerningthe applicantswho are representedby the law firm that
representsyou in separatelegal matters.

Dueto the fact thatthereis no directbenefit to you as a memberof the
PlanningAdvisoryBoard,thenyou arepermittedto participatein the
discussionsandvoteon itemsinvolving applicationspresentedto your
boardby the law firm thatyou haveretained. Despitetheconclusionthat
no legal conflict exists underthe CountyCodeof Ethics, I will caution
youthat the situationthat you describecould createan appearanceof a
conflict, as somemight takethepositionthatyou would be unlikely to
voteagainstanapplicationthat is broughtto your boardby thevery same
firm thatis currently working for you.

If youhaveanyquestionsor wish to discussthis matterwith me, please
do not hesitateto contactme atyour convenience.

Sincerely,

RobertMeyers

ETHICS COMMISSIONERS
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September24, 2004

ChristopherMazzella
19 WestFlaglerStreet
Suite220
Miami, Florida 33130

Re: MasterPlan Amendment

DearMr. Mazzella,

I am in the planningadvisoryboard. We havesomemasterplanamendment
comingbeforetheboardon October4. One of the lawyersrepresentingsomeof the
applicantsis thelaw firm of GreenbergTraurig. SimonFerro is a lawyerfrom the firm
who hasrepresentedme in somezoningapplicationsandis currentlyrepresentingmein
onemorezoningapplicationbeforeaZoning CommunityCouncil. I havepaidthe firm
in every instancetheir respectivelegal feesincluding thecurrentpendingapplication.
The questionthat I haveis whetheryouroffice seesany apparentconflict in melistening
and voting on their applications.

Pleasecouldyou advisebeforeOctober4, 2004. I am sorry for the short notice
but I just becameawareasI preparedandreadthepackagesubmittedby thedepartment.

Thanksyou,

Alicio Pina


